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TO:  		De Anza College Academic Senate

FROM:  	Edmundo Norte, Dean                                                                                          Intercultural and International Studies Division

DATE:  		April 13, 2020

SUBJECT:  	Request for Approval of ASAM Courses to Fulfill DAC “ICS Requirement”


Dear Colleagues,

New ASAM Course Code
Intercultural Studies is broadening its course offerings in Asian American Studies with five new courses and a new certificate starting in Fall 2020. The approval of these new courses required the creation of a new course code—ASAM—by the Curriculum Office since there were no more available numbers with the existing ICS course code. 

The new course code, ASAM, reflects the newly named department: Asian American and Asian Studies. ASAM combines what were previously recognized as Asian American Studies courses and Asian Studies courses.

Asian American Studies
Five new courses along with all previously existing courses within the field of Asian American Studies that were denoted as ICS will now be assigned the new course code ASAM. The new certificate is titled: Certificate of Achievement in Asian American Studies.

Asian Studies/International Studies
In addition, all courses that were previously in the field of Asian Studies that were denoted as INTL, will also be included in the new ASAM course code.

Requests to Academic Senate
The Asian American and Asian Studies department is making three requests as prompted by these changes:

1. Former ICS Classes: The Asian American and Asian Studies department requests the Academic Senate give formal endorsement and approval of the following list of previously existing ICS courses to count toward De Anza College’s ICS requirement. 

Rationale: The reasoning here is that these ASAM courses are substantively identical to what they were when they were assigned the ICS course code. These courses, when listed with the ICS course code, did already fulfill the ICS requirement. They have simply changed course codes.

ASAM 1: Asian American Experiences: Past and Present (formerly ICS 20)
ASAM 10: Contemporary Asian American Communities (formerly ICS 22)
ASAM 20/ELIT 24: Asian Pacific American Literature (formerly ICS 24)
ASAM 31: Introduction to Pacific Islander History and Culture (formerly ICS 21)

2. New ASAM Classes: The Asian American and Asian Studies department requests the Academic Senate give formal endorsement and approval of the following list of new ASAM courses to count toward De Anza College’s ICS requirement. 

Rationale: These courses are modeled after lower division courses in Asian American Studies at UCs and CSUs, are all CSU/UC-transferable, and all fulfil De Anza GE, CSUGE, and IGETC requirements. They match degree-applicable courses in Asian American Studies at four-year institutions such as UC Irvine and San Francisco State University. Importantly, as Asian American Studies courses, they constitute what De Anza College recognizes as Intercultural Studies, or Ethnic Studies more commonly at other institutions of higher education. 

These five new Asian American Studies courses reflect the spirit, disciplinary content, and pedagogical commitments that underpin the ICS requirement. They are designed to address historical and pressing matters of race, ethnicity, and social relations of power in relation to students personally, to institutions, and to social systems. The courses are designed to cultivate equity-minded students who can become civic leaders in their communities, rooted in an understanding of the historical and current-day dynamics of racialized inequality and inequity in the U.S. These are the touchstones of Intercultural/Ethnic Studies.

ASAM 11: Asian Americans and Racism 
ASAM 12: Asian Americans and American Ideals, Institutions, and Politics 
ASAM 13: The U.S. and Asia 	
ASAM 21: Asian Americans Make Culture 
ASAM 30: Introduction to Filipinx American History and Culture 

3. Former INTL Class: The Asian American and Asian Studies department requests the Academic Senate give formal endorsement and approval of the following previously coded INTL course to count toward De Anza College’s ICS requirement. 

Rationale: This one course was formerly listed with the INTL course code, and consequently did not count toward the ICS requirement. The course content, however, falls within what are considered the emergent areas of Asian American Diasporic Studies and Asian Diasporic Studies, which overlap as fields of study. The diasporic focus of both Asian American Studies and Asian Studies commonly include what can be called Asian America’s transnational connections and contexts, including the dynamics of globalization, migration, imperialism, and post-coloniality. As such, it is appropriate that the course counts toward  fulfilling the ICS requirement. 

ASAM 32: Vietnamese Literature from Tradition to Vietnamese American Identity (formerly INTL 11)
 
Thank you for your consideration and support.
